OF THE FAMOUS MOLL FLANDERS.          153

knew not what he meant; that I had no effects in
the Bank of England that I knew of; and I hope he
could not say that I had ever told him I had. No,
he said, I had not told him so, but his sister had
said the greatest part of my estate lay there; and I
only mentioned it my dear, said he, that if there
was any occasion to settle it, or order anything
about it, we might not be obliged to the hazard,
and trouble of another voyage back again; for, he
added, that he did not care to venture me too much
upon the sea.

I was surprised at this talk, and began to con-
sider what the meaning of it must be! and it
presently occurred to me that my friend, who
called him brother, had represented me in colours
which were not my due; and I thought that I
would know the bottom of it before I went out of
England, and before I should put myself into I knew
not whose hands, in a strange country.

Upon this I called his sister into my chamber the
next morning, and letting her know the discourse
her brother and I had been upon, I conjured her to
tell me what she had said to him, and upon what
foot it was that she had made this marriage ? She
owned that she had told him that I was a great
fortune, and said that she was told so at London:
Told so, says I warmly, did I ever tell you so ? No,
she said, it was true I never did tell her so, but I
had said several times that what I had was in my
own disposal: I did so, returned I very quick,
but I never told you I had anything called a
fortune; no, that I had a 100Z. or the value of
a IQOl. in the world; and how did it consist
with my being a fortune, said I, that I should
come here into the north of England with you, only
upon the account of living cheap ? At these words,
which. I spoke warm and high, my husband came